

ADOPTED 3/8/16


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Wilson, Carter, Love, Newby, Schellenberg, Dennis,  
Becton & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-161-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF FIREFIGHTER CHRISTOPHER C. SWARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Christopher C. “Chris” Swary had a lifelong dream to become a firefighter and after graduation from Sandalwood High School he attended FSCJ’s Fire Academy of the South to train as a paramedic; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Swary began his working career at Baptist Health in the security department, then as a flight communications specialist, then as a certified nursing assistant at the Wolfson Children’s Hospital emergency room where he continued to work for 9 years after becoming a Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department firefighter in 2002; and


WHEREAS, Chris Swary was assigned to Engine 11 on Talleyrand Avenue at the time of his tragic death on February 2nd as a result of a traffic accident, and his death is a blow felt deeply by his family, friends, and his colleagues in the Fire and Rescue Department; and 


WHEREAS, Chris Swary was well known for being the ultimate team player and a tremendous friend and co-worker in the department, going above and beyond his assigned duties to help colleagues and create a supportive, productive work environment and a family feeling in the firehouse; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Swary, a devoted husband and father of two, was particularly known for his support of the battle against cancer, actively participating in the Pink Heals Movement and several times having his head shaved to show solidarity with colleagues fighting their fight against cancer and to raise money for children’s cancer treatment; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to express its deepest sympathy to the family, friends and colleagues of Chris Swary; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and service of Christopher C. “Chris” Swary upon the occasion of his untimely passing, and extends to his family, friends and Fire and Rescue Department colleagues its deepest condolences. Chris Swary’s life, spirit and friendship will be long remembered by all who had the good fortune to know him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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